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The next day, after my energetic

husband returned from a run, we
jumped into the Olive Grove’s plunge
pool and enjoyed a very relaxed break-
fast. Then it was time to explore the
many interesting shops that Riebeek
Kasteel has to offer. 

The trendy Short Street Mall oppo-
site the Royal Hotel is worth a visit, but
it was the unique charm of Garden
Bleu and Aitsa on the Main Road that
really impressed us. Garden Bleu is not
just an Accessorize! for your garden –
it has real character. Whether it’s metal
crosses with barbed wire, beautifully
crafted furniture or a wicker food
cover for al fresco dining, you’ll find it
here. Aitsa is for those with a sweet
tooth, a home industry shop with lots
of character. There are gingerbread
men, koeksusters and fashionable knit-
ted wear for babies (don’t worry – it
doesn’t look like something your
granny made).

Other places of interest include the
Cape Francolin, which sells art, bric-a-
brac and “double density” strawberry
jam for R15, and the Olive Boutique,
which not only sells edible products
but also lovely lotions and balms. We
walked off with a small slab of choco-
late olive salami, which tasted a lot like
Christmas cake.

We were quite content to skip lunch
because we knew a scrumptious high
tea awaited us in Bartholomeus Klip. I
had been told this country retreat
which was once a grand Victorian
farm house deserved a visit, so Gavin
and I travelled past Hermon to get
there. Another guest put it succinctly
when he exclaimed: “Who would have
thought this amazing place existed in
the middle of nowhere?”

Situated on a wheat and sheep farm,
Bartholomeus Klip also boasts a 4 000-
hectare nature reserve. Our guide An-
dré Claasen told us that it’s the only
spot in the world where you’ll find the
geometric tortoise, the second most en-
dangered tortoise in the world, as well
as several types of flora, such as the

candelabra lily and the dagger leaf sug-
arbush. Guests get to go on game
drives, but you’re unlikely to spot any
elephants, rhinos or lions here. Instead
you might see black wildebeest, gems-
bok or eland, or if you’re fortunate,
leopard, caracal or bat-eared foxes. 

One of the Big Five that is hard to
miss is the reserve’s herd of buffalo:
they’re part of a breeding project
which produces disease-free buffalo
(most of South Africa’s buffalo, we
learned, have TB).

Although we were sorely tempted to
stay a bit longer for a dip in the pool, we
decided instead to hit the road. Driving
past the recently harvested wheat
fields, it was easy to understand the 
attraction this area has for artists and
tourists alike. We had experienced a
small taste of what the Swartland has
to offer, and – God willing – we would
be back again for more.
l The Olive Grove – Tel: 022-448-1552 or
e-mail sandy@wcaccess.co.za
l Café Felix – Tel: 022-448-1170
l Bartholomeus Klip – Tel: 022-448-
1820 or see www.bartholomeusklip.com
l Inquiries: www.riebeekvalley.info
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Breath-taking scenery surrounds you in Riebeek Kasteel.

You’ll find designer goods for your
garden at Garden Bleu in Main
Street.


